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About 125 years ago, a group was 
organized ig Terre Haute which 
called itself the Vigo County His- 
torical Society, but it did not survive. 


About all that is known is that it held » 


a meeting in the first little’ 
courthouse, and the speaker was the 
Rev. Robert B. Croes. 

Vigo County was formed in April, 
1818 — 162 years ago — from a portion 
of Sullivan County which had earlier 
been Knox County. The new county 
was named in honor of Col. Francis 
Vigo. 

The present Historical Society is 
called on many times to Settle the 
dispute over the correct pronuncia- 
tion of his name and the name of the 
county. Col. Vigo was an Italian by 
birth, later a Spanish subject, 
therefore the Latin pronunciation 
‘“‘“VEE-GO”’ is how he pronounced his 
own name. Since the county was 
named for him, it too must have the | 
Eatin pronunciation, not “VY-GO” as 
eweomers frequently tag it. 

. Earliest Record 


er. The minutes of the cally 
ngs were typed and bound in 


On Dec.20, 1922, in response to a 
cag allt or an open meeting to organize 
historical society, the following 
persons attended: Judge and Mrs. 
D:W. Henry, Herbert Briggs, A.R. 


' Markle ani ‘his daughter Margaret, 


George A. Scott, A.A. Faurot, Anna 
Sankey, Mary Gilbert, Harry Gilbert, 
Florence Crawford, James Benham 
and Sallie C. Hughes. 

Judge Henry chaired the meeting, 
and Mrs. Hughes served as secretary 
protem. Various committees were 
appointed, and a second meeting was 
scheduled to hear reports and further 
organization plans. 

Briggs Was Instigator 

The man mainly responsible for the 
organization meeting was Herbert 
Briggs. At this time he was president 
of the Indiana Historical Society in 
Indianapolis, and headed the Indiana 
Sociéty of the Sons of the American 
volution. 
as through his enthusiasm and 
nce that enough interest was 
ed to achieve a county historical 
sociéty. A prominent figure in public 
life, Briggs was principal of Collett 
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School, setved on the school board 
and Board of Public Works, and was 
instrumental in having the city ac- 
quire the property at Thirteenth and 
Locust streets from Rose Polytechnic 
Institute for a north side high school. 
:The engineering school (now Rose- 
Hulman) had moved to its present 
location on East Wabash Avenue, and 
the building was vacant. 

Gerstmeyer High School was 
established in the former college 
building and thrived until Terre 
Haute North Vigo High School was 
built. The old building was razed to 
make room for the present Chauncey 
Rose Junior High School. 

On Jan. 4, 1923, the first con- 
stitutiion of the Vigo County His- 
torical Society was adopted. The first 
officers elected were: Judge Henry, 
president; Mr. Scott, vice president; 
Mrs. Hughes, secretary; Miss Davis, 
assistant secretary; Miss Markle, 
treasurer; Miss Sankey, curator, and 
Miss Crawford, genealogist. 


Society Incorporated 

The VCHS was incorporated Aug. 
23, 1924, and the articles filed Sept.5, 
1924. The purposes of the organization 
were stated to be educational and 
particularly for the collection and 
preservation of relics, documents, 
records, maps, wills, letters, 
genealogies, and other material of 
any nature relative to the history and 
development of the City of Terre 
Haute, the County of Vigo, and the 
State of Indiana, and to promote an 
appreciation and consciousness of the 
historical development of the com- 
munity or nation, and the American 
heritage of its citizens. 

The first directors named in 1924 


were: Henry C. Gilbert, B.V. 
Marshall, Herbert Briggs, D.W. 
“Henry, ‘Adrian A. Beecher and 


Charles Minshall. 
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Other Charter Members 

Also signing the articles of in- 
corporation in 1924 were: Susan B. 
Ball, Mary Beach, Helen C. Ben- 
bridge, Mr. and Mrs. J.M. Bigwood, 
Mrs. Herbert (Laura Pound) Briggs, 
O.M. Brown, Harriet F. Coffroth, 
Fred Conrath, Wilson N. Cox, 
Florence Crawford, Grace Davis, 
Sidney B. Davis, Rose Farrington, 
Mary Gilbert, Zelia Gilbert, Helen G. 
Gillum, M.C. Gillum, Virginia T. 
Henry, W.H. Hoff, Emilie Katzen- 
bach, Mr. and Mrs. George F. Kean, 
Harriette F. Law, Mary F. Law, | 
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Vigo County Historical Society makes plans for the new year... 
Planners, at a recent mecting, include: ist row, from left: Dorothy J. 
Clark, secretary and director; Joy Sacopulos, president; Liz 
Weisberger, director. 2nd row: Charles Bradford, treasurer; Pat 
Calvert, Samuel Hulburt, Bev Christee, BiWilliam Pickett, Penny 


Redlin, directors; Gene Vaughn, vice president, and Harry Frey, 
director. Directors not pictured include Connie Ratcliffe, Fred Isaacs, 
Bill Schomer and John N. Royse, recently elected to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Dennis Johnson. 

Staff Phtoto/Bill Williams 


Simon Levi, Henry C. Miller, Henry 
M. Richardson, Leonard Roach, Mrs. 
George A. Scott, Mrs. D. S. Scott, 
Fred M. Schickel, Guy P. Schickel, 
August Stukenberg and Caroline 
Sidney Wood. None of the 44 charter 
members are still living. 

Elected president at the first an- 
nual meeting in January, 1925, Judge 
Henry served until his death, and was 
succeeded by George A. Scott, who 


served until his resignation in 1940. 

Waldo F. Mitchell served -as presi- 
dent from 1940 to 1942, but allowed the 
society to lapse during World War II. 
AS soon as the war was over, a call 
was issued to Society members to 
reactivate, and in late October, 1945, 
a small group met in the assembly 
room at Emeline Fairbanks 
Memorial Library. 

A larger group met in November, 


and elected A.R. Markle, president; 
H.E. Madison, secretary, and W.O. 
Shriner, treasurer. Also attending 
were Mrs. Briggs, Mrs. Vermillion, 
Miss Crawford and John G. Biel. 

It is from this small group that the 
society has grown from 1945 to its 
present menbership of over 500 mem- 
bers. In 1947 Loring C. Halberstadt 
was elected president and served 
until his death. He was succeeded by 


John G. Biel, Ralph J. Courtney, Dr. 
A.W. Cavins, Wayne Miller and 
William B. Pickett, current presi- 


nt. 

A contributing factor in the 
society’s growth is its publication 
edited by Juliet A. Peddle. This in- 
teresting little paper called ‘‘Leaves 
of Thyme” is mailed to the mem- 
bership and libraries across the coun- 
try. 
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By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


Although genealogy is my first 
love, tracing the ancestry of an 
antique item and its maker, or 
tracing ownership ofa place of real 
estate can be just as fascinating. 
When the Vigo County Historical 
Society acquired the property at 
1411 S. Sixth St. for its museum, it 
was most interesting to trace the 
history of the house, its builder and 
former occupants. 

The abstract for the property 
begins July 2, 1825, when the 
trustees, Moses Hoggatt and Robert 
Sturgis, conveyed Out Lot No. 66 
containing 64.32 acres to the heirs 
of Thomas Bullitt, deceased. The 
present description of the property 
lists it as being in “Bullitt’s Sub- 
division.” 

On Nov. 25, 1843, a part of Out 
Lot No. 66 was set off to Owen G. 
Bullitt and a part to Mary B. 
Atkinson (formerly Mary Bullitt and 
later Mary B. Stewart). On June 10, 
1844, Owen sold his part to Thomas 
E. Wilson, who, with his wife 
Caroline, sold in turn to Daniel A. 
Jones, July 15, 1850. 

On April 28, 1856, Mary B. 
Stewart and her husband, Adam, 
sold their part to Daniel A. Jones, 
who with his wife Harriet A., sold to 
Emilie R. Teel for $3,800 on Feb. 20, 
1854. 

Five days later, Henry H. Teel and 
his wife Emilie R., sold to William H. 
Sage an undivided half interest for 
$2,600 and on April 26, 1875, sold 
the remaining half interest to Mr. 


Sage for one dollar. Four days 
i tec 
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later, Sage sold to Henry Robinson 
for $17,000. 

Not too much is known about Teel 
and his wife except that in 1858 he 
was listed as a salesman for Mr. 
Ross, and they lived’at the corner of 
Fifth and Canal streets. In 1864, 
Teel was listed as a pomologist, an 
expert in fruit culture, and still 
residing on North Fifth Street. 


It is most peculiar about the 
interests of Sage who acquired only 
a half interest in 1864 and held it 
for 10 years. He only acquired the 
other half interest four days before 
he sold to Robinson. The amount of 
$17,000 suggests the house was on 
the property, but still Sage had only 
a half interest in the property until 
very shortly before he sold it. No 
explanation has been found as to 
why Sage built a house on property 
in which he held only a half interest. 

It was learned, however, that the 
house was built in three parts. The 
first and front section was built by 
Sage in 1868. At least this is the first 
mention of a dwelling house on the 
southwest corner of Sixth and Mof- 
fatt streets. Moffatt was an earlier 
name for Washington Avenue, as 
Willow was formerly Gulick Street. 

The first city directory of 1858 lists 
Sage as a “baker and confectioner, 
located on the south side of 
Wabash west of Fifth Street, and his 
residence was between Sixth and 
Seventh on Swan,” remaining there 
until 1868, when his business moved 
to 119 Main where he was also 
described as a “dealer in fruits, nuts 
and fireworks,” and he had moved 
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his residence to Sixth and Moffatt. 
Here he remained until 1876 when 
he moved to the southwest corner of 
Eighth and Chestnut streets, and the 
Robinson family moved in. 

Henry Robinson owned the prop- 
erty for the next 27 years and was 
responsible for enlarging it by add- 
ing on a second part. He was born 
July 12, 1827, in Canada, the son 
of William Robinson, who was born 
in New York, When Henry was 12 
years old, his parents moved to a 
farm in northern Illinois where they 
lived the rest of their lives. 


Henry returned to New York for 
several winters to attend school. 
Later he spent several winters cut- 
ting timber in the Wisconsin pine 
woods. Returning from them to New 
York, he spent two or three seasons 
at work in a cooper shop, returning 
again to his Illinois home. 

He came to Terre Haute in 1856 
or 1857, and in 1858 was boarding 
with John M. Adams at the corner 
of Second and Mulberry streets. 
Adams and Robinson were two of 
the first auctioneers in Terre Haute. 
The next year he opened a yankee 
notion store and auction house on 
the southside of Main between 
Fourth and Fifth, six doors east of 
the Southern Bank Building, and he 
lived on North Fifth Street. At 
different times he was in partner- 
ship with Adams, Mr. Shurbin and 
C.L. Braman. 

Henry Robinson lived “north of 
the city limits and north of Sixth 
Avenue on the west side of 13th 
Street” from 1868 to 1875. Begin- 


ning in 1876 his business was lo- 
cated at 602 Main, and his home 
was listed as 1409 S. Sixth St. This 
address was given in the city direc- 
tories until 1901 when it was 
changed to the present 1411. 


In 1858, Robinson married the 
widow of Henry Holmes, the former 
Ann Carey. Their children who lived 
to maturity were Frank E., George 
H., William A., and Tillie A. He died 
in 1902, and his widow died in 
1904, both aged 75. Both are 
buried in Woodlawn. - 


During the two years before the 
estates were settled, the house was 
occupied by Frank C. and Mabel 
Wagner who rented the property. 
Mrs. Robinson lived at 1027 Maple 
Ave. In 1905 the property was 
purchased by Clemens W. Nagel 
whose family was responsible for 
the third and last addition to the 
house. The Vigo County Historical 
Society purchased the property 
from Marcella Nagel Lundgren. 


In the 114 years since the house 
was built in 1868, it has been 
occupied by only four different 
families — first by the Sage house- 
hold for eight years from 1868 to 
1876; second, the Robinsons for 27 
years from 1876 to 1903; third, the 
Wagners as renters from 1903 to 
1905, and fourth by the Nagels for 
52 years, 1905 to 1957. The Society 
has owned the property for 25 
years, with the grand opening of 
the Historical Museum held in May, 
1958. 
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DOESN’T SHE EVER GIVE UP?: Elizabeth Taylor, well-known 


headline-grabber, has been on a search for a young actor to star 
opposite her in ‘‘Sweet Bird of Youth,” the first production of her 
planned repertory acting company. She keeps asking friends, ‘Who 
should be my co-star?” Her first thoughts were Al Pacino and Robert 
DeNiro but her acting pals convinced her that the ultra- WASP 
character, Chance Wayne, should not be played by an Italian. Then 
she went on to another name, soap superstar Tony Geary. She 
badgered friends with the question, ‘‘Are you sure Tony Geary is right 
for the part?” to which the reply was often dead silence. 


Q. Has Katharine Hepburn always 
been as strong-willed as she appears 
these days? P. Simms, Harpersville, 
Ala. 

A. Miss Hepburn has always had 
that headstrong quality, even in her 
earliest working days on Broadway. 
And it showed up again recently. 
On Broadway in ‘The West Side 
Waltz,” she clearly commands the 
stage, but it seems she commands 
the audience too. One ticketholder, 
front row center, had the audacity 
to put his feet up on the edge of the 
stage, an action fully noticed by the 
star even though she was in the 
middle of the scene. ‘‘You must 
take your feet off the stage!’’ she 
barked, and then went on to the 
next line in the play. But she 
returned to the matter when she was 
taking her bows. ‘‘You must never 
again do a thing like that ina 
theater,” she said directly to the 
man in the front row. “I was 
expecting that the next thing you’d 
want was for me to bring you a pipe 
and slippers. You shouldn’t be a 
boor. You shouldn’t pick on us like 
that — being rude — because we are 
sitting ducks up here.” The 
audience, astonished, listened 
intently then broke into cheers. 


Q. Why is Barbara Mandrell giving 
up her TV show? Harriet S., 
Turlock, Calif. 

A. Two answers to this one: The 
official version goes that poor Ms. 
Mandrell is in danger of losing her 
voice if she keeps subjecting it to 
the rigors of a weekly series. Other 
think that the reason is that she has 
been bitten by the old Hollywood 
bug — she’s put it out on the 
grapevine that she’s ready for 
movies. 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE STORY... 


By Josie 


Q. I think they’re both very pretty, 
but all this Farrah-and-Ryan 
business is making me sick. Are 
those two joined at the hip? J. 
Sherman, Brockton, Mass. 

A. Yes, even to the point of looking 
around for a movie property to star 
in together — a romantic story, of 
course. And their world doesn’t 
seem to include many outsiders, 
witness two recent statements what 
were made (we hope) in jest. 
Responding to the question ‘‘Do 
you want to have a baby?” Farrah 
said yes, but that she’d want to 
discuss it further with a 
gynecologist. But couldn’t she just 
ask her female friends about their 
experiences? ‘‘I don’t allow 
girlfriends,” boyfriend Ryan O’Neal 
interjected, ‘‘only doctors.” ‘‘He 
barely lets me go to the 
gynecologist,” said Farrah. 


Q. Has Paul McCartney, or any of 
the other ex-Beatles, felt weird 
about coming to New York after the 
death of John Lennon? J. Kravitz, 
Dwight, Ill. 

A. Both McCartney and Ringo 
Starr feel extremely nervous visiting 
New York these days and for that 
reason never reveal their travel plans 
ahead of time — either dates or 
specific locations. Still, fans still 
find out the details, reportedly by 
paying off employees of British 
Airways, various hotels and the 
phone company, according to one 
of McCartney’s representatives. 
Fans even show up to meet Paul’s 
flights when he books the 
reservations under a different name. 
That, plus the fact that his father- 
in-law’s country house in East 
Hampton, Long Island has also 
been discovered, makes him feel 
extremely visible. 


WHO SAID IT WOULD BE 
EASY?: Priscilla Barnes of ABC’s 
“‘Three’s Company” had quite an 
embarrassing robbery recently, but 
one that confirmed that she had, 
indeed, arrived as a TV personality. 
She had just dropped her clothes off 
at the local dry cleaner when two 
boys rushed in, picked up her 
clothes and ran off. They might 
have waited until they were clean... 


SEND THAT PROGRAMMER TO 
DIALING FOR DOLLARS: How’s 
this for a musical variety show? It 
would star the ‘‘Queen of Rock” 
Tina Turner and a dwarf as co- 
workers in a record store. The 
gimmick is that every time they pick 
a record from the stacks, the artist 
suddenly materializes on top of the 
record and performs the song, via 
video wizardry. This novelty is 
already in production. 
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Anything you'd like to know about prominent personalities? 

Write: “Between the Lines,” Terre Haute Tribune-Star, 721 s 
Wabash Ave., Terre Haute, Ind., 47808. We regret we cannot 

answer any letters individually. 
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By DOROTHY W. JERSE 
Curator 
Vigo County Historical Society 


Tootootch, a Wabash Valley 
treasure, stands proudly on the 
lawn of the Historical Museum of 
the Wabash Valley, 1411 S. Sixth 
St. However, sometimes his presence 
is questioned: “Why is a totem pole 
a part of an Indiana museum?” 

Visitors who ask this question 
know totem poles were a part of the 
life of Indians living on the 
Northwest Coast of southern Alaska 
and British Columbia and not of the 
Woodland Indians who once called 
the Wabash Valley home. What 
they don’t know is the local origin of 
this particular object. 

Mrs. Chapman J. Root ordered a 
totem pole constructed for the 
grounds of the beautiful Root Estate 
in Allendale. A 28-foot long pine 
tree was transported by rail from 
California. The late Huston Isaacs, a 
teacher and authority on Indian 
lore, and his friend Charles Egg- 
leston carved the stylized figure in 


1978. 


the way of the Northwest Indians. 

The totem pole was a part of the 
Root Estate from 1938 until 1963 
when it was given to the Society by 
Chapman S. Root in memory of his 
grandmother Mrs. Chapman J. 
Root. 

“Tootootch” is the Indian word for 
the thunderbird which is carved at 
the top. Symbolic faces and figures 
appear below with a bear symbol- 
izing strength at the base. The 
colors represent the heavenly skies 
(white), sunlight and happiness (yel- 
low), the earth and trees (green), 
power (black), the waters and sin- 
cerity (blue), and war and valor 
(red). 

Dr. Fred Isaacs, son of one of the 
carvers, supervises the care of this 
local historical treasure. The most 
recent painting was accomplished 
by Louis R. Williams, professor of 
art at Indiana State University, in 
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